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LEARNING OBJECTIVES

• Components will learn about ways to capture the imaginations of the public, 
demystifying the world of design and making it accessible to consumers from all walks 
of life.

• Components will receive coaching on how to speak candidly and frankly about the 
topic of climate change, especially in regions of the world that routinely reject the 
messaging.

• Components will learn about resources for use in a variety of contexts including civic 
organization presentations, k-12 outreach, university collaboration, and more.

• Components will learn specific ways to ignite members to implement the Framework 
for Design Excellence, commit to Architecture 2030, and measure and report metrics.



















UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHERN MISSISSIPPI 

MARINE EDUCATION CENTER

Lake Flato with unabridged Architecture













DESIGN FOR ECOSYSTEMS + DESIGN FOR CHANGE



DESIGN FOR ENERGY + DESIGN FOR WELLBEING



“All buildings eventually 

end up in the ocean.”

Dr. Chris Snyder, MEC Director 

DESIGN FOR CHANGE + DESIGN FOR RESOURCES
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DESIGN FOR CHANGE + DESIGN FOR RESOURCES























DESIGN FOR WATER + DESIGN FOR ECOSYSTEMS



DESIGN FOR WELLBEING + DESIGN FOR DISCOVERY







COTE TOP TEN AWARD 2020

AIA ARCHITECTURE AWARD 2022

CBS BY DESIGN WINNER 2022



why was this small 

project recognized for 

design excellence?





HURRICANE KATRINA 2005



great architecture tells a 

story – in this case, about 

recovery + preparedness



architectural storytelling 

focuses on 3 principles: 



1. connection to place



connection to nature



2. connection to history + 

identity



RURAL STUDIO - MASONS 
BEND, AL

FAY JONES - PINECOTE PAVILION - 
PICAYUNE, MS

THOMPSON & ROSE ARCHITECTS - NEW 
SMYRNA BEACH, FL



3. connection to the future



communicates future 

conditions



stories to inspire

climate action: 

personal, local, 

relatable, solvable



Framework for Design 

Excellence



Crisis stories: 

how architects protect 

communities from 

irreparable harm



Lake Flato



Hopeful stories:

how architects are 

envisioning the future



Brooks Scarpa



Direct experience: 

stories of sacrifice, 

courage, innovation



AIA Disaster Assistance Committee



what resources does the AIA have?
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