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For a few years, we have discussed the role of allyship in the J.E.D.I. space. An ally in our design 

industry is the individual who helps advance the interests of historically underrepresented people. 

However, individuals of diverse backgrounds in and entering our profession need advocates.

Advocates are individuals willing to use their infl uence and power to eradicate discrimination and 

confront social justice issues.

We’ve made a commitment to our fi rms, the industry, and each other in the journey towards 

creating a more equitable, just, and inclusive society.

This document can serve as a guide for any fi rm to design their own path forward with initiatives 

and goals that value J.E.D.I. for people of all backgrounds. This resources can guide you and 

your team on ways you can take action, to step up, intervene, and infl uence change towards a 

more resilient profession.

These suggestions will allow 

organizations to begin eff orts 

towards progress, focusing on 

multiple aspects of practice 

and design.

BUILDING A 

FOUNDATION

ELEVATING DEMONSTRATING 

EXCELLENCEEngagement outlined in these 

examples will elevate our fi rm 

frameworks for progress.
This level on the continuum 

includes activities that focus 

on systemic analysis & 

change.

The structure includes commitments and actions that will elevate fi rm’s J.E.D.I. journey  through 

three incremental steps:

v. September 2022

Resources

AIA Framework for Design Excellence: https://www.aia.org/

resources/6077668-framework-for-design-excellence

AIA Guides for Equitable Practice: https://www.aia.org/

resources/6246433-guides-for-equitable-practice

AIA Guides for Equitable Practice Glossary: https://content.aia.org/

sites/default/fi les/2020-11/AIA_Guides_Glossary_2020.pdf

ILFI JUST Label: https://living-future.org/just/ 

2021 NOMA DEI Initiative

SoCal DEI Challenge: https://socalnoma.org/dei-challenge/
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