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THE AMERICAN 
· 1 NSTITUTE OF 
ARCHITECTS 
I ~EWS 

For Innnediate Release 

MARCELL. BREUER WINS 

SIXTH ACSA/AIA AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE 

IN ARCHITECTURAL EDUCATION 

Contact: Pete McCall 
(204) 626-746'5 

WASHINGTON, D.C., March 1, 1981--Marcel Lajos Breuer, FAIA, a former master of 

the Bauhaus and former associate professor at the Harvard Graduate School of 

Design, has been selected by The American Institute of Architects and the 

Association of Collegiate Schools of Architecture to receive their sixth 

annual Award for Excellence in Architectural Education. 

AIA President R. Randall Vosbeck, FAIA, and ACSA President Richard C. 

Peters will make the presentation to Breuer at the awards banquet on Tuesday, 

March 24, during the ACSA annual meeting in Monterey, Calif. 

The AIA/ACSA Award is presented annually to a living educator who has 

taught at least 10 years and who has made outstanding contributions to the 

field of architectural education. Previous award winners include Jean Labatut, 

FAIA, Princeton University; Henry L. Kamphoefner, FAIA, North Carolina State 

University; Lawrence B. Anderson, FAIA, Massachusetts Institute of Technology; 

G. Holmes Perkins, FAIA, University of Pennsylvania, and Serge Ivan Chermayeff, 

who taught at both Harvard and Yale. 

1735 NEWYORKAVE.N.W. 
WASH.D.C. 20006 
(202)626-7300 
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MARCELL. BREUER WINS SIXTH ACSA/AIA AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE IN ARCHITECTURAL EDUCATION 
March 1, 1981 
Page Two 

Breuer was born in 1902 in Pees, Hungary. At the age of 18, he began his 

design and architectural studies at the Bauhaus in Weimar, Germany, under 

Walter Gropius •. He received his master's degree and was a master of the Bauhaus 

in charge of the carpentry section from 1924-28. During this time, he began 

exploring tubular furniture and invented the "Wassily" chair. Breuer left 

Weimar to begin his practice as an architect and interior designer in Berlin. 

His first commission was a modern house in Weisbaden. 

With Hitler in power, Breuer decided to leave Germany. He eventually 

settled in London, where he became associated with F.R.S. Yorke. Among his 

important works at the time, were an exhibition pavillion in Bristol and a de­

sign for a model project for "The Civic Center .. ·of the Future." 

In 1937, Gropius asked Breuer to move to Cambridge, Mass., to join 

him as a member of the Harvard faculty and as his partner in an architectural 

firm. As an associate professor, Breuer was greatly respected. His students 
' 

included such noted architects as I.M. Pei, FAIA; John M. Johansen, FAIA; Paul 

Rudolph, FAIA; Sarah P. Harkness, FAIA, and Philip Johnson, FAIA. One of his 

first students at Harvard described him as" ••• the model of what an archi­

tectural educator ought to be--concerned with the basic theory of architecture, 

with an understanding of students' needs and with optimism about their poten­

tial, .able to demonstrate in his own work the things he was projecting for the 

students, and personifying in himself those qualities of greatness in architec­

ture that are inspiring to students." 

In 1946, Breuer moved to New York and established 'his firm, Marcel Breuer 

& Associates. For the first number of years his practice was largely devoted 

to houses and smaller, institutional buildings, according to his .nomination. 
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Page Three 

Breuer designed numerous houses and "critics agree that he profoundly influenced 

domestic architecture in this country." His diverse American and European 

works have included St. John's Benedictine Abbey at St. John's University, 

Collegeville, Minn.; UNESCO headquarters, Paris; Whitney Museum New York City 

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development building, Washington, D.C.; 

New York University's University Heights campus, and the U.S. Embassy, The 

Hague, among others. 

Breuer was honored with the AIA's Gold Medal in 1968, and was the first 

architect to have a one-man show at the Metropolitan Museum of Art. He also 

received France's highest award in architecture--the French Academie d'Archi-

tecture's gold medal--in 1978. 

Breuer received AIA Honor Awards for the Whitney Museum, New York City, in 

1970; the Koerfer House in Lago Maggiore, Switzerland, in 1972, and the St. 

Francis de Salles Church in Muskegon, Mich., in 1973. He also received an 

award from the AIA and the American Library Association for the St, John's 

University Library in Collegeville, Minn., in 1968. Breuer was the recipient 

of the New York Chapter/AIA's 1965 Medal of Honor and the winner of two 

international aluminum competititons for furniture designs. 

Breuer is a member of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, the 

National Institute of Arts and Letters, and the Ordre des Architects. In 

addition to articles in various architectural journals, he is the author of 

Sun and Shadow: the Philosophy of an Architect and Buildings and Projects, 1921-61. 

At the age of 79, Marcel Breuer has made outstanding contributions to 

architecture and design, but the role he has played in architectural education 

is equally monumental. As one colleague wrote, "Throughout his long career, 

he has demonstrated the interest in young people, the patience, kindness and the 

generosity that distinguish the most exceptional teachers." 
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