
How to Choose 
an Architect



Qualifications		 	 Price



 

Operations + Maintenance 

Energy 

Water 

Replacements 

 

Land Acquisition 

Construction Materials 

Construction Labor 

Furniture, Finishes, and  

Equipment

 

Architectural Services

Fees for  
Architectural  
Services  



Programming  



Site Analysis



Zoning



Scale



Transit Access



Circulation	+Accessibility



12 kw solar collector 
system for pool, hot water 
and energy production. 

stormwater collection 
from low-level green roofs 
that are in visual site and 
physical access.

storm water is collected 
from the high roof surfaces 
and decks, sent to the 
green roofs, then into the 
stormwater collection
system where it is allowed
to naturally perolate back 
into the ground. 

Water Management



Safety+Durability



exterior courtyards 
combined with opposite 
side high and low 
windows provides good 
cross ventilation, air-flow 
and natural light

blown-in recycled cellulose 
insulation at all perimeter 
walls reduces infiltration 
and thermal bridging in 
combination with the vent 
skin cement board siding 
system 

Single room deep plan
layout allows for maximum 
light, views and ventilation.

light colored roof materials 
with sarking and insulation

narrow floor plates 
increase natural daylight 
while cross ventilation 
reduces cooling loads 
and energy usage

large roof overhangs 
provide maximum shade, 
reducing heat gain and 
increasing thermal comfort

louvered vents

Ventilation+ 
Air Quality



65°

34°

summer sun 65° 
17 October - 26 February

winter sun 34° 
19 July - 26 May

high ceiling creates 
chimney effect for 
cooling in summer 
months; winter sun 
enters at 34°

solar collection 
on high roof
panels also provide roof 
shade to reduce heat 
gain and increase cool 
roof life.

Maximizing Daylight
to lower operational costs
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Architectural 
Floor Plan

plumbing

electrical

mechanical

floor plan



Integrating Engineering 
Systems



Permitting



Interviewing Contractors



Coordinating 
Inspections



Managing  
Change Orders



Maintenance+Operation



Experience: 

Public Projects 

Building type 

Local codes, standards,  

and permitting practices

Track Record: 

Strong references 

Budget and schedule adherence

Ability: 

Design skill 

Knowledge of building science

What Makes 
an  
Architect  
Qualified?



Selecting Based 
on Qualifications: 
High Return  
on Investment



Selecting Based  
Solely on Lowest Bid:  

Low Return  
on Investment



Low Bid Procurement 
Limits Scope



High Quality at a  
Fair Price for the Public



Developed by the  
State & Local Government Relations 
staff and volunteers,
The American Institute of Architects
1735 New York Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20006

Design: Splice Design Group

High quality  
public  
buildings  
come from  
high quality  
design.


