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THE PROBLEM

The nation’s public building stock
needs significant investment to
meet 215t century demands.

THE ASK

AlA urges Congress to include fund-
ing for buildings in any federal infra-
structure package.
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Include buildings in federal
infrastructure investment

Building infrastructure investment must be included in any infrastructure legislation.
Horizontal infrastructure (including roads, bridges, and waterways) and building infra-
structure (including schools, hospitals, civic centers, and affordable housing) are two
sides of the same coin. Both are critically important to our nation’s economy and both
are in need of significant investment.

The American public and the federal government have long recognized the important
role that buildings play in our nation’s infrastructure:

Public Opinion:

e  82% of Americans agree that public buildings are as important as transportation
in defining community infrastructure’

e 91% of all voters consider stable affordable housing “highly important” to peo-
ple’s security and well-being’

e 75% of Gallup Poll respondents agree that the federal government should spend
more to improve infrastructure, including buildings'

e  70% of Americans agree that public schools should be considered part of Amer-
ica’s infrastructure"

Federal Government:

e The U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS) includes buildings as a com-
ponent of critical infrastructure”

e The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) includes schools and hos-
pitals as U.S. infrastructure"

e The Cybersecurity & Infrastructure Security Agency (CISA) includes a variety of
buildings within the Government Facilities Sector that are considered a Critical
Infrastructure Sectort

The Solution:

Congress should ensure that any comprehensive federal infrastructure package includes
at least $300 billion for building infrastructure. To best leverage this investment for dec-
ades to come, Congress must promote energy-efficient and resilient building practices.
Specifically, Congress should incentivize building code adoption at the state and local
level for new construction projects, and encourage the adoption of stretch codes like
the IECC 2021 ZERO Code Renewable Energy Appendix. Doing so will lower energy bills
for taxpayers and the government alike and produce well-paying jobs for many
Americans.
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